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American History X
Introduction 
American History X is a film set in 1998 that mainly focuses on hatred and racism. 
This movie is a reflection of the insecurities that the white communities face in America. The movie is an attempt to recount how the white majority responded to incidents that were a threat to them. The film also focuses on hatred, discrimination as well as racism and later on focuses on redemption. The white youth come together to get a sense of security and identity and they confront the immigrants with violence. The newfound social domination through ethnocentrism and rage makes the youth acquire ethnocentric ideas. They start to believe that all minority groups in the United States should not enjoy the fruits of the American Dream. This paper will explain what the movie means.
In the movie, a former neo-Nazi skin head, Derek goes to prison and realizes through tough necessary life events that he had chosen the wrong path and when he comes out of prison after 3 years, he tries to prevent his younger brother from making the same mistake that he did. He however did not succeed in his effort to protect his brother and it was too late for his redemption. The two brothers were loving and respectful towards their family and other people but the murder of their father by ethnic minority group turned their hearts cold. They were filled with hatred that leads to Derek becoming a member of the skinhead. He brutally kills two black guys who were stealing his car and does not regret his actions because he believed they were justified for the killing of his father. He is imprisoned because of joining and influencing the other skinhead and he felt betrayed. The events which included rape in prison brought a major transformation into his life. He gets out of prison a totally different person and he was ready to change his siblings hate and violent ideologies before it becomes too late.
The younger brother Danny hates all those who were not white Protestants because he believed they were a burden to the advancement of the white race. Danny was racist and so was his father. His father may have inflicted their minds about racism and all the racism they portrayed might have come from their father’s views.  When they finally realized that the hatred was destructive, it was too late. Derek had served a 3 year term in prison while Danny was shot and killed at school by a black kid.
The film shows that transformation for the better or worse is a personal decision. Some of the decisions for change are sometimes inevitable. Derek decides to become a better person who was not filled with hatred and racism but the decision was motivated by the tough life he went through while in prison. He wants to change his sibling but it was too late. The consequences are also inevitable.
Conclusion
The movie is significant mirror in the society today since it explores the different dimensions of life at different levels like social, physiological as well as political. The movie in mind opening as it shows that the person that determines the outcomes of your life, whether positive or negative is yourself. Derek learns this the hard way through the time he spent in prison. They finally realize that they had been engraved in hatred and hatred is destructive no matter where it originates from or whoever it aims at. The roots of hatred and racism did not come from the murder of their father but their father himself. The message in the movie is powerfully delivered and important life lessons learnt. Racism and hatred which has been an issue in society over the years is tackled well and its consequences were well brought out. 


